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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION, 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) |EI Claim(s) 1-32 is/are pending in the application. 
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6) [X] Claim(s) 1-32 is/are rejected. 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Application/Control Number: 1 0/789,943 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3763 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Behnke 
etal. (USPN 5,520,641). 

Behnke discloses a membrane-cannula combination for biological applications, 
said combination comprising a cannula (C) for conveying a fluid, a casing (20, 
24, 30), and a membrane (126) accommodated by said casing and comprising 
an elastic membrane material through which a passage is formed, into which 
said cannula can be inserted, wherein said passage is expanded by inserting the 
cannula and said membrane material presses against the casing, generally 
perpendicularly relative to the passage, and elastically presses against the 
inserted cannula such that the membrane material surrounds the cannula in a 
seal; wherein e) the passage and the cannula exhibit different cross-sectional 
shapes relative to each other before the cannula is inserted and one of the 
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passage or the cannula has an elongated cross-sectional area (see figures 1, 2, 
4, 6-9, and entire reference). 
3. Claims 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ouchi 
. (USPN 6,210,377). 

Ouchi discloses a membrane-cannula combination for biological applications, 
said combination comprising a cannula for conveying a fluid, a casing (2600); c) 
and a membrane (2721 P, figure 86) accommodated by said casing and 
comprising an elastic membrane material through which a passage is formed, 
into which said cannula can be inserted, wherein said passage is expanded by 
inserting the cannula and said membrane material presses against the casing, 
generally perpendicularly relative to the passage, and elastically presses against 
the inserted cannula such that the membrane material surrounds the cannula in a 
seal; wherein the passage and the cannula exhibit different cross-sectional 
shapes relative to each other before the cannula is inserted and one of the 
passage or the cannula has an elongated cross-sectional area (see figures 22, 
27, 78-88, and Columns 15,16, & 27-29). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew F. DeSanto whose telephone number is 571- 
272-4957. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nick LUCCHESI can be reached on (571) 272-4977. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Matthew DeSanto 
Art Unit 3763 
December 22, 2006 



